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Read Colossians 4:2-6 
 
Let us remember the larger context for our present paragraph.  The person and work of Jesus 
Christ is under assault by some in the church of Colossae.  Paul’s response to the assault is to 
show how everything is from Jesus Christ, sustained by Jesus Christ, and is for Jesus Christ.  
Jesus Christ is God, Creator, and Redeemer.   Paul seeks to enable the congregant in their 
understanding of what this means for their everyday life.  He speaks of personal faith and how 
those who believe are in a “one flesh” relationship with Jesus Christ.  Because of this union, 
believers are to seek Him and not the shadow (2:20-3:4).  A result of this seeking is the putting 
off of the old nature/habit and putting on the new nature/birth (3:5-17).  One of the most 
practical arenas where this truth is seen is in the household (3:18-4:1).  Now we come to our 
text.  How does our present paragraph fit into the larger context of Colossians?   
 
First, the text does not speak directly to the household, but rather to the individuals within the 
household.  Paul desires for us to know the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  He 
now desires for us to understand how this truth changes the way we pray. 
 
Second, regardless of our circumstances, our prayers are to be marked by gratitude.  The 
church is under assault.  What should we do?  We should give God thanks.  Paul’s admonition 
is for us to stay faithful in this area.  Why?  Because our circumstances can often make us 
cynical and bitter and ungrateful.   
 
Third, while praying we should remember those who have been specifically set aside for 
communicating the gospel (i.e. evangelism/church planting) that God would open a wide 
door for the preaching of Christ to them.  And that their communication would be with clarity 
and understanding. 
 
Paul folds his request into the larger believing community and their need to share the gospel 
with the unbelieving. 
 
Fourth, we should live our lives with the thought of always telling the gospel/the Story.  When 
we live life in the community, opportunity will arise when others will ask.  Paul’s invitation is 
two-fold.   
 
 First, live with integrity so there is no inconsistency between your speech and your life.   
 

Second, you need no other context than the context of your community to be a 
witness for Christ.  Others might go elsewhere [like Paul] for the purpose of telling 
those who have never heard of Christ, but the significant majority of us are already in a 
community of unbelief.  Paul’s call is consistent with Matthew 28:18-20 where we are 
told, “While you are going, make disciples.” 

 



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 
 

When our life is Story-driven, we have all the answers we need for the questions we will be 
asked.  Although there are those, like Paul, who will do this 24/7, the vast majority of us will 
witness in the context of our circumstances be it at work, at play, or in the home. 
 
Where does this text leave us?  What are we to walk away with?   
 

• Keep praying.  Pray for those who are directly involved in evangelizing the lost. 

• Live the Story.  As you seize your moments season them with grace. 
 


